a; By the King. 


A Proclamation concerning the making of Starch. 


Hercas vpon complaints made and often renewed vnto Vs, of the great inconucnicnces 


which happen by the conuerting of great quantities of Wheat, Flower, 


4 i £Deale,t other things fit koz the foodof man, into the making of Starch, 


5 
AAS 
i niences, wherem the Common WealthHhathſo great an intereſt, aue 

| S heretokoꝛc by our ſeuerall Pzoclamations commanded ſuch directions to 
peo be oblcrued, as vpon mature, aud deliberateconſideration, Wee contcincd 


night beſt tend totheſe ends : And pet through wilfulncfle of ders: 


the Starchmakers, Wee haue hitherto fatied of Our hopes and deſires, and the miſchictes haue! 
rather inercaſed thꝛough Our lemty. Now hauing lateip receined an humble petition from ditcrs 
of the Starch makers themſclues , Wyercbythey haue beene humble futozs vnto Us, that it Wes 
would vonchſafe by our Letters Patents, to intozpoꝛate them into a body politique, to hauc a per⸗ 
petuall ſucceſſion, and thereby to cnable them, by the helpe of good Lawes and oꝛdinances to go- 
ucrnethe members of their owne body, that they would not onely ſubmit themſelues, but wont 
allo be anſwerable vnto Us, foꝛ ſuch a refoꝛmation to follow, as ſhould eaſe Us from further com 
dlamts: We tonteiuing this to be the moſt pzobable meanes foꝛ refoꝛmation, oꝛ to leaue them with. 
dut crcuſe, which will not be refozmed, haue beene graciouſly plcaſed to incozpoꝛate the Starch⸗ 
makers and to giue them ſuch power foꝛ their gouernement as they did reaſonably desire. And the 
Starch makers on their parts haue vndertaken vnto Us, that they, noꝛ any member of their body, 
will at any time hereafter, make any Starch, of wheate, Flower, Meale, oz other ching pꝛohibt⸗ 
fed, but will make the lame of Pollard, and Bꝛanne onely, and ſell the ſame at and fo? reaſonable 
p2ices : And that they will not let vp, o2 maintaine any Starch-houſe,oz vie the making of any 
Starch in any places, which by the vnfit ſituation thereof, oz by the ill oꝛdering thereof, may be an 
anoyance to others, and that ik all others might be pꝛohibited to make Starch to put co ſale, who 
ould not ſubmit themſelucs to become members of their body, and conlequently be ſubicet to their 
nonerninent : That then they would with the vttermoſt of their indeauours, dilcouer ail ſuch oſten 
ders, and dꝛaw them into a way to be pꝛoteeded againſt foꝛ their contempts accoꝛding to Juſtice; 
ſuch loꝛt as we ſhould direct, We therefoꝛe calling to mind, that the pꝛices of Cozne are now growne 
to much higher rates, then in theſe latter and cheaper peeres the lame were at, and perceining that 
of late many Tradelmen out of a greedy defire ok gaine, though with the hurt of the Common 
wealth, haue taken vpon them to be Starch makers, and left their foꝛmer Trades, and Ocupations, 
haue reſolued to haue an effettuall refoꝛmation of the abuſes afozeſaid, and conſtantly to put Our 
directions foꝛ that purpoſcinto execution : And to the end that what the Starch makers haue vn- 
dertaken on their parts to perfoꝛme, may be indeede really perkoꝛmed, We haue tonſtituted # appoin- 

teda Surucioꝛ, who ſhall be Our lwoꝛne Officer, and leruant to that purpole, to ouerlee the ſame in 

euery part. Now to the end that all Our louing Subiects may take knowledge of Dur Royall 

pleaſure herein, Mee doe by this Our pꝛeſent Pꝛoclamation ſtraitly charge and command, that no 

perſon, oz perſons whatſoener , other then ſuch as are, oꝛ ſhall bee members of the laid company of 

Starch-makers,ſhallpzeſume to attempt, oꝛ got about,to make any Starch at all. 
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That no perſon whatſoeuer, which ſhall make any Starch, ſhall make the ſame of Wheate, 
Flower, Meale, oꝛ other thing then Pollard, and Wꝛanne onelp. 

Thatnoperſou whatſoeuer, ſhall ſet vp maintaine, oz ble any Starch houle, oz any veſſell foꝛ the 
making of Starch, in any place, which foz the ſituation thereof, either in reſpect of the necrencſſe 
thereof to any City oz Towne, oꝛ other dwellings, oꝛ in regard ef theneerenes to any tommon high 
Wap, roade, oꝛ ozdinary paſlage of people, is, oz ſhall appeare to be noyſome to any other. 

hat no Groter, Chapman, oz other perſon who vleth to buy Starch to ſell againe, ſhall buy, vt⸗ 
ter, ſell, oz other wile barter,oz vent any Starch, which they ſhall know to haue beene made by any 
perſon, who is not aknowen member of the ſaid company of Starch makers, ſoe as alwapes the 
Starch-makers ſhall be ready to ſell the ſame, at and foꝛ ſuch reaſonable pzices, as the ſatd company 
haue by their Jndenture vnder their common ſeale bndertaken,and agreed to ſell che ſame. 

That no perſon pzeſume to lell any Starch as a Huckſter, oꝛ Hawker, from dooze to dooze, in 
p2tuate,o2 ſecret,o2 otherwiſe then in their owne pꝛoper and open Shops, oz Warehoules, 

And Our will and pleaſures, that if any perſon ſhall offend Hereafter in any of the pzenuſes, oꝛ 
in gining apde oꝛ aſſiſtance to any the laid offenders, directly, o2indirectly, that Our Commiſſio- 
ners which we hereafter (hall to that purpoſe authoztze, foꝛ the ready heareing, and diſpatch of all 
complaints touching the pzemiles, ſhall heare and examme all the complaints which ſhall be made 
againſt any ſuch offenders, e ſhall inflict ſuch puniſhment vpon ſuch offenders, by impzaiſonment, oꝛ 
otherwiſe,as Our ſaid Commiſſioners in their wiledomes ſhall thinke fitt, hauing reſpect vnto the 
quality of the offences. And if Dur ſaid Commuſſtoners, ſhall in their good diſtretious finde any, 
whoſe offence, oꝛ mildenicanoꝛ, deſerueth to bee made moze exemplary , £ur pleaſure and com- 
mand is, that ſuch offenders ſhal vadergoe the cenſure, and ſeuerity of Our Court of Star chamber. 
fo: the contempt of Our Pꝛerogatiue Royall, in a matter of luch conſequence, touching the good 
and benefit of Our people. And to the end Our Pleaſure and Command herein, may be the better 
effected. e doc hereby ſtraitly charge and tommaund, all and ſingular Juſtices of Peace, N*atozs. 
Sheriffes, Bailiffes, Conſtables, Headbouroughes, and all other Our Officers, and Subtectes 
whatſocuer, whenſoeuer any complaints ſhail be bzought vnto them oz any of them of oꝛ foꝛ any of- 
fence 02 miſbcmeanourcommutted within the limits of their ſcuerall Juriſdictions at all times, and 
from time to time to be ayding and aſſiſting to ſuch as ſhall at any time be imploped, in oꝛ about the 
execution ot this Our Oꝛdinante, and carefully & diligently to doe their vttermoſt indeauour, that 
this Our Royall commaund hercin ſignified and expꝛelled, be in all points duely perfoꝛmed and that 
they doe not ſuffer any perſon ozpcrſons whatloeuer, within any of their pꝛecintts, from and after 
the publication of this Our Pꝛoclè mation, to make oꝛ caulſe to bee made, directly oꝛ indirectly, anp 
Starch in any other manner, oꝛ in any other place, oꝛ places, within this Our Realme of England. 
Dominion of Wales, oꝛ Poꝛt, oꝛ Towne ot Bar wicke, then by ſuch perſons and in ſuch manner and 
in ſuch places, as are herein directed and intended but that they ble their vttermoſt powers and in- 
deauours, by all lawfull meanes, to hinder and ſuppꝛeſſe the ſame. And Our further will and Com⸗ 
maundis. that not onely Dur ſatd Commiſſioners, which are o2 ſhall bee appointed by Us to this 
purpoſe, but alſo all other Pur Juſtices of Peace , Matozs, Sherifes, Bailifes, and other Our 
chiefe Officers, in allthe parts of Hur Realme of England, and Dominion afozeſaid, and Poꝛt and 
towneof Barwicke, when the nature and quality of the offence and contempt ſhall appeare, to de 
ſerue a moꝛe exemplary puniſhment as afozeſaid, ſhall cauſe all and enerythe offenders againſt any 
B2anch. Article, oꝛ part of this our Royall Pꝛotlamation, to be bound with ſureties in good bonds 
to Our vſe,foz their appearance befoꝛe Us and Our Pꝛiuy Counſell,in Our Court of Star chamber, 
there to anlwere their tontempts; And if they, oꝛ any of them, ſhall refuſe to enter into ſuch bonds, 
then to tommit euery perſon ſo offending vnto pztſon, there to remame vntill further oꝛder by Us. 
and Sur Counſell, ſhall be taken foz their inlargement and releaſe. 


Giuen at Our Mannor of Theobalds this ſixteenth day of May, in the twentieth yecre of Our Reign: 
of England, France, and Ireland, and of Scotland the five and fiftieth. 


God ſaue the King. 


45 Imprinted at London by BONHAM NORTON, and IN BILL, 
Printers tothe Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie. 
M.D C,XX11, 
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